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„~'Jf W ? reparat, ™ 0f th '. C ™“ ! ' Potash fin- Cauterizing .—The following 
Srrr,/" »" *£rLST\“k * Uded in a c °‘ nm um<»'i°n by Dr. Hn«0, 5 
of ^rteririL X' 'X ■ 0r P !; bru ? rylast - as an exceedingly convenient means 
cisL form ?’ • d the a ‘>'nntage of making an eschar of such prc- 

S ‘ Z , e “ n C S,,rge0 " may deaire - Take °F Powdered quicklime six 
S lX P ° ,aS , 5 ’ r partsi P u J vcme the p° tass in an ' ron mortar, adding 

obtained^ u- d^,° ! ."f A b " C ’ very dr >' S~^h-white powda is thus 

obtained, "inch is to be preserved in a closely-stopped glass bottle. When 

ro“rit C of win“e e „’r a f S '! ffiC1C ' U q,,an, i‘J “ to be P oure d into a saucer, and enough 
f P ' r ‘L,? f '' T -. Go'osnc water “dded to make a paste, which is to be mixed 

n[!c,l t„ .| e ' n ° 'I - sbape a " d s ' zc of thc desired eschar. This is to be ap- 
Uie cellular tisl ’ “"“i ! nabom , fiva or six minutes the skin will be cauterized fo 
on the bonier. Of’, t Wh,C ' ™ V be k "°"' n b - V lbe a PP“™« of a small grav line 
esc .ar iZtl caustic paste. This last may be then removed, and the 

the naste is io b n * ", Ue Tlne K' ar - If it is desired to cauterize more deeply, 
D1 i P . n ‘ Hl ° b allou T d 'o roma.n on ten, fifteen, or even twenty minutes. The 
pain it produces is said to be moderate; less than from a blister. 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

24. .W*** iIeta,l,c ° r Balcanie Brush .—Under this name Fnaxcis EnxF.ST 
Professor of pathology and practice of physic at Pavia, des- 
cnbes a rather singular remedy, for the cure of various neuralgic affections It 
not S ttdek'r’r P ,i y of a bundle ° f metallic wires, ffiascis c fills metallicis conficclumj 
ss,L , ! lan c °mmon knitting wires, firmly tied together by wire of the 
one^nTh or'i 1 ,’ 50 V to , fo ™ a cylinder of about four or five inches long, and 
°“ “ h °- r diree-fourths of an inch in diameter. This is applied to the pained 
i P nsfan?ane' 0US ^iy moistened with a solution of sea-salt, when it produces relief so 

OcSrfonXrt, 15 • Sa - d ’- that '}■ appcar510 **“ patients like t,le effect of a charm. 
S’T tbe pam ‘immediately and entirely extinguished, with thc accompa- 
' , ct ? f a peculiar sense of emanation from the spot to which the brush is 

method’ C n 5ing ,f. h i e pa . ,lent . to Relieve that the pain is truly extracted by this 
metlmd. °n withdrawing the brush, the uneasiness occasionally return^ but 

decidid r ts'tb d e U e r ff e , f °| r r’ ; T he ll ; n ^ er tbc a PP lic ation is continued, tbe more 
, t . he efft:ct obta| ned; and plienomena so singular have resulted from 
,1;™, at ' 0n '“ra, en - to astonish intelligent persons, quite on their guard 

against any magical illusion. 1 b 

Inillustration of the remedial effects of this agent, Hildenbrand mentions the 
min ? g .i CaSC ’ Whlcl * be desl ff n a‘es as altogether singular and wonderful. A 
man ol thirty, a porter by occupation, afflicted with violent periodical tic 
dofoureuxofthe face, f metupodynia.j was admitted into thc Clinical Wards of 
l . On applying tbe metallic brush over the left frontal nerve, the pain im¬ 
mediately disappeared from that one, but fixed on tbe corresponding nerve of 

at which'Die**’ ^ ^ bCC " previo “% *ee from pain, -ft* yefy moment 
at which the a rush was removed from the left frontal nerve, the pain returned 

ntenshv S ' n n SCa, ’. and therc ”!"" ned ' 'hough already remarkably abated in 

ouslv tirn nrnf app ',' nsa , T ?"' 0 'i™ 1 ' ,0 cach »“P»-orbital nerve simukane- 
ously, the piofessor banished the original nerve-ache of tile left side, and at the 
prevented it from appearing in the opposite one. The same moment, 
lioweter, a humming noise arose in each car, and this also immediately ceased 

thn Lb “ bc, - ng removed, when the nerve-ache returned immediately, 
though in a very mitigated form. 

Profe^L Vm °, b ,'I' c d , esircd effec ‘ from 'he use of the anodyne brushes. 
Professor X on Hildenbrand impresses thc necessity of determining, as accurate¬ 
ly as possible, the nature of the neuralgia, or tlie pathological state of the af¬ 
fected nerve. If the pain is merely nerrous, that is, proceeding from subversion 
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scarcely less speedv but lost thr>;p nn 1 • ‘a ,L meta produced an effect 

(luce the anticipated alleviation in as great a dtmfn brusllcs " f lr ™ " ire pro¬ 
be could trust his observations, howe«r he UiiSfa thlt °* ° fc " PI ’f Wlre - If 
degree ofauodyne virtue in coppe iron ami 1 ,‘v P T e ‘ Ved a , S™«‘« 

been previously moistened bv the saline " 1 °1 * C l, , us ' lf tbc aching- spot has 
pointed bodics-in tendency of 

“^"^“"’notfalng ™ nifcst “"e'iation of pain admitted by'the 
aching nerves, e jfccrtain degree of electrical?// 0 disordered and 

electricity, which may be discharged bvthfsn^d«5r r ac p cum “ a !', on of :in ' m; 'l 
This hypothesis, he lastly remarks would pp c “ l101 } °f a suitable conductor, 
notions delivered in hiselementson Z 1“sarately correspond with the 
Biotic principle in various parts of the ner CCUmu at,on oP ,bc imponderable 

ran^in'tlw'magnetic'tractora^'f '''"^'™^' c * dl ' a " 3I ^ i, "^^ i, ™d^ , “^ 

to the implicit confidence which “1 0n » former occasion we adverted 
electro.magnetic plates on the bre^t t ,n ,he use of elec-ric or 

neuralgic affections of the chest- and ImJbnn "t a "?‘ n " P cdor!s > and similar 
efficacy, but to regard it asStj ‘'tsposed not only to doubt its alleged 

treatment appear to be referable to th ° f !"’ : !"' n;,,lon - Both methods of 
and a, boll, 1 .War to b^^ed J^.T C r n ' ,pI<r ’c Whi, * eT ? r . ,hat ma >’ 
not of second rate importance we think tV e .®“ c, ° us b Tphysicians, certainly 

of ridicule, which is too often the i !" st , ead of b . cm ff fade the subject 

, men is loo otten the case, and which can neither decide the matter 



244 


QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


of fact, or investigate the principle, they should be subjected to fair trial, and 
their actual merits truly determined. 

In order to understand the theoretical views of Professor Hildenbrand, it is 
necessary to observe, that his father, Valentine Ernest Von Hildenbrand, whose 
doctrines lie adopts, imagined that health consists in a process which he names 
organic-dynamic , as depending on the soundness of organs, and the harmony of 
function,—resulting from the perfect equilibrium of the gangliar system and 
the vascular system, which he termed the two factors, in imitation of the lan¬ 
guage of mathematicians; and that every form of disease consists in the greater 
or less subversion of this equipoise of the gangliar and vascular systems. The 
Biotic principle is simply the result of this equilibrium.— Edin. Med. and Surg. 
Joum. Jlprily 1833. 

2 5. Jlsphyxia of New-born Children. —Dr. Patterson recommends cold affu¬ 
sion in these cases, and he cites in the 8th No. of the Dublin Joum• of Med. and 
Chcm. Sc. two cases in which he has employed it successfully. 

26. Cases of Pleuropneumonia treated by Large Bleedings. —The following 
cases were treated by M. Bouillauii, one of the ablest disciples of the physio¬ 
logical school; and will show with what justice the practice of that school is 
stigmatised as feeble and unsuited to violent diseases. 

Case I. Pleuropneumonia of the right side , in the second stage—great prostra¬ 
tion. —F. G. aged fifty-eight. When he was brought to the Hopital dc la Cha¬ 
rity, so great was his exhaustion that he might have been supposed to be af¬ 
fected with malignant typhus, had not the sputa, which arc so characteristic of 
acute inflammation of the lungs, and the signs obtained by exploring the chest, 
removed all uncertainty from our minds. The sputa were viscid, transparent, 
and of a rusty colour. Percussion over the fossa supra-spinata gave out a dull 
sound; and at that part no respiratory murmur could be heard; but along the 
base of the scapula and between its inferior angle and the spine, a bronchial, 
or blowing respiration, and a strong resonance of the voice, amounting almost 
to ccgophony, were perceptible. Lower down, a crepitant rale of small bub¬ 
bles was heard, and the sound was somewhat obscure. He had been bled the 
day before, and the blood was sizy. Ordered to be bled freely, and have twelve 
leeches to the chest. Next day, (22d) the blood was found to be buffy and 
cupped; the patient felt relieved; auscultatory symptoms the same; pulse 110; 
respirations from 32 to 36. To be again largely bled, and the chest, when it is 
painful, to be cupped. On the 24th all the symptoms were much abated; and 
in spite of the active depletions, the patient felt stronger; the same dullness on 
percussion remaining; the resonance o r the voice no longer accompanied with 
the ccgophonic shrillness; bronchial respiration as before; crepitant rale heard 
very distinctly over the fossa infra*spinata, and under the inferior angle of the 
scapula; pulse 92; respirations 28. On the 26th percussion yielded a sound less 
dull; bronchial respiration and bronchophony remaining. The patient was 
now convalescent; but, althongh the returning crepitating rale, “rhonchus 
crepitans redox,’* extended itself considerably, the dull sound on percussion, 
and the bronchial breathing continued; in a few days he left the hospital well. 

Case II. Pleuropneumonia of the left side , in the second stage. —F. L-, aged 
thirty, entered the Hopital de la Charite on the 21st of September. She had 
pyrexia, pain in the chest, cough, dyspnoea, and expectoration of transparent, 
glairy, and rust-coloured sputa. She was largely bled; and on the following 
day the report is, that the symptoms are still very urgent; breathing very hur¬ 
ried and laborious, 48 to 52 times in the minute, and at each act of inspiration 
the alx nasi are violently lifted up; the cough is painful and frequent; the sputa 
rusty, gummy, and flowing out when the vessel is inclined, “ en nappe.” On 
percussion, the chest sounds well in front, but behind, on the left side, there 
is dullness over the whole of the fossa infra-spinata, and then no respiratory 
murmur is to be heard, but a bronchial blowing, or “ souffle,” and a jerking 
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resonance of the voice. The prognosis was not favourable, as the disease had 
extended very rapidly in a short time, and the patient had suffered from 
dyspnaa for the preceding five years, in consequence of a neglected pneu¬ 
monic attack. Ordered to be freely bled and leeched. ° ‘ 

On the 23d she was much relieved,- the breathing easier and not more fre¬ 
quent timn 06 or40 times in the minute, the sputa less streaked and coloured 
with blood. The exploration of the chest gave the same signs as yesterday. 
\ encscction to be repeated, and blood to be drawn also by cupping over the 
fossa infra-spinata. On the 24th, respirations only 28 to 32 M minute® 
mucous, and transparent; the bronchial souffle, bronchophony, and 
egophony » ell marked. On the 25th the car began to hear the “ rale de rctour” 
at SCI oral points. On the - 6 th patient not so well; the crepitating rale heard 
acstei-day no longer appreciable; the breathing and the pulse increased in fre- 
quencj. Ordered to be bled. On the following day, the crepitating rhonclms re¬ 
turned, and gradually, but slowly, the respiratory murmur was to he heard- the 
resonance of the voice also was heard faintly on the 4th or 5th of October- but 
the sound on percussion still remained very dull. 

nJ/ U 'w J ’ k, ' r "; pneU "T i Z "f l, “/ cfl "'*• in * uom! sla S e ’ accompanied 
. ‘ • n., aged twenty-seven, of a feeble and unhealthy 

constitution, was admitted into the hospital on the 28th of September, with all 
the symptoms of inflammation of the lungs—the breathing 40 times in the mi- 
mite-spcta frothy, transparent, and very rusly. Dullness on percussion over 
•ic fossa infra-spinata. \ esicular respiration superseded by a bronchia] blow, 
mg,-voice also broncho and egophomc, especially along the base of the sca- 

Fower 5 b Cd ', °" th , e Rowing day sli Eht crepitating rhonclms at the 

lower an le of tile scapula, and this was more distinct on the 30th. The D a 
tient was bled on both days. On the 1st of October a strong crepitating rhonchus 
was heard over the supra-spinous fossa, and over the lower third of the infra- 
spinous fossa. I lie bronchial respiration and voice still distinct along the base 

andleechesto bT^d™” ™ d a " d "»*■ vfnesect^ 

T he Pulmonic symptoms aggravated, and the patient lav on his back in a 
state or great depression. To be cupped and blistered. 3 d. Breathing verv 
laborious, 44, ami accompanied with violent action of the nostrils.—Cough fre- 
quent; sputa frothy but not rusty. Bronchial respiration below the left clavicle 
1 o be bled to three cups. The clot small, and slightly buffed. He was rel 
lieved; and on the 5th, a crepitating rhonchus was heard over all the extent of the 
supra and mfra-spinous fossw. On the 6 th the respiratory murmur be^n to be 

Feft atTl a' a ! I ll CreP “r frrh0 " Ch “ ,i and ,his laUcr s 'g n was appreciable in the 
left axilla, and the sound on percussion was more sonorous.—From this date the 

symptoms continued to abate, and the breathing gradually rcsumed ls norm .l 
characters— Joum. MJornada,re, j\b. 113. resumed its normal 

2f. Dysphagia.—The 8 th No. of the Dublin Journal contains the following- 
interesting case related by Ur. Chavis. “ On the 1st of last September I was 

daneei- “ y ,"“" S a , d3 ’* wlm was represented to be in a state of imminent 
danger. On entering the room, I found her sitting up in bed, surrounded bv 
several female friends, all in the greatest alarm. Her face was pale " ncMier 
countenance indicated a good deal of anxiety. She held in her right hand a 
cup containing water, which she applied to her lips about every five seconds 
and ipped an extremely small portion of the water, which she immediately 
" ,th a considerable effort of deglutition, although the quantity was 
so trifling; she said that she should be immediately choked if she discontinued 

ofhCTtotimm S,P i"- r,t V nd k' C rcfc , rred t0 an intolerable uneasiness at the root 
nwnf n nfc j" d m 'T tl'mat, threatening immediate suffocation the mo- 
cea3 ed to employ herself in swallowing; and so urgent was the feel- 

No! XXV.—Nov.° IslT’ ‘ hat th 2 e 2 m ° ment an was made to take 
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the cup out of her hand, she began to scream with agony, was agitated with 
convulsions, and to all appearances seemed in the last agony- This scene had 
lasted for several hours without interruption, and the appearance of the prin¬ 
cipal actress was rendered still more tragical by a black mass of leeches around 
her throat, and the blood from their bites trickling down her neck. On ex¬ 
amining her more closely I found that there was no obstruction whatsoever to 
the passage of air through the larynx, and that she could make a full inspira¬ 
tion, without any wheezing or noise in her chest; there was no swelling or red¬ 
ness observable at the root of the tongue, or in the fauces. As the young lady 
was of an extremely delicate and nervous habit, being very sedentary anti sub¬ 
ject to frequent attacks of common hysteria, I immediately conjectured that her 
present symptoms were the result of an hysterical affection, and accordingly I 
removed the leeches, stopped the bleeding as soon as possible, and gave her 
draughts consisting of camphor, aromatic spirit of ammonia, and black drop, 
under the influence of which the nervous irritation soon subsided, and she fell 
asleep.*' 

Dr. Graves makes mention of two other cases of, apparently, nervous dys- 
phagia. A nervous young clergyman consulted him last year on account of 
debility and dyspepsia,, accompanied with a painful and convulsive struggle, 
as he expressed it, which sometimes took place between the morsel he had 
swallowed, just before it entered the stomach, and a something that seemed to 
resist its further passage downwards. This lasted for a few seconds onlv, but 
was very distressing to himself and the spectators, and made him shun society. 
The other case is that of an excellent anatomist, in whom these sudden attacks 
of temporary dysphagia have become so habitual that he never ventures to eat 
unless a glass of water be within his reach; in him, the stoppage of the descent 
of the food is attended with an urgent sense of suffocation. 

“ In fever I have witnessed several times a very peculiar species of dyspha¬ 
gia, evidently occasioned by flatulent distension of the stomach to such an ex¬ 
tent that the lower portion of the oesophagus partook of this condition; at least, 

I conjecture so, for during the struggle of the dysphagic paroxysm, a gurgling 
noise was heard, as if the bit of food was met by a portion of air contained in 
the lower part of the oesophagus; my friend, Doctor Autenrieth, of Tubingon, 
has particularly remarked this symptom, or at least something like it, in what 
he calls the abdominal typhus fever of young people; for he says, if the patient 
takes any drink a peculiar gurgling noise is heard as if the fluid was poured 
into a lifeless bag. Now, in precisely such a case, Mr. Humly anil I saw a young 
lady affected, in addition to this noise, with so great spasmodic dysphagia, pro¬ 
bably from the entrance of wind into the lower end of the oesophagus, that she 
altogether refused to drink. This phenomenon gradually disappeared, and the 
lad> ultimately recovered; but it deserves to be remarked, that in general this 
symptom and the gurgling noise, described by Dr. Autenrieth, are very bad 
omens m fever.'* 

28. Use of Turpentine in Sciatic Neuralgias — M. Mautixet has adduced a 
long catalogue of cases to show the superior efficacy of small doses of the oil of 
turpentine. To prevent its acrid effects on the stomach and bowels, he recom¬ 
mends that it be alw*ays blended with some corrective excipient, such as honey, 
gum arabic, magnesia, yolk of egg, 8tc. and the dose ordered is a drachm or 
two in divided doses, daily. As a matter of course a correct diagnosis must 
have been previously made, in order that wc mav be satisfied that there is no 
inflammation or organic disease of the nerves; under such circumstances we 
cannot reasonably expect a cure from the turpentine alone. If the drug vomits 
or purges to excess, opium should be added. In 40 cases of acute neuralgia, 
.>4 were cured, 5 relieved, and 1 was not benefited. In 31 chronic cases, 24 
were cured, 3 were relieved, and 4 experienced no advantage: 33 of the cases 
treated with the turpentine had resisted other remedies previously employed. 
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The period generally required for the cure was from five to twelve davs; in a 
few cases the medicine must be continued longer. Out of 58 cases, 48 were 
sciatic, 3 crural, 4 brachial, and 3 facial neuralgias.— Med. Chirurg. Rev. from 
Bull, de Therapeulique. 

29. Arrest of Pain by a Magnet.— Considerable interest has been excited in 
London by the success said to have been obtained in the treatment of neuralgia, 
tic douloureux, tooth-ache, and other affections of the nerves, by the application 
of the ordinary magnet. The following statement relative to this subject is 
from a recent No. of the London Lancet. It may be proper to remark, however, 
that since seeing this statement, we have ourselves, as have also some of our 
friends, tried the agent referred to in a limited number of cases, but without 
any beneficial results, or indeed any marked effects. 

“Our readers will remember the’interesting case of neuralgia of the finger at 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, upon which Dr. Elliotson stated in a clinical lecture, 
reported in a former No., that he had exhausted his store of remedial agents, 
without developing a shade of improvement. A more severe case, probably, 
was never subjected to treatment. The man left the hospital for a time, totally 
unrelieved, but soon afterwards returned, when in accordance with a suggestion, 
as Dr. Elliotson has since observed in one of his clinical lectures, of a corres¬ 
pondent of this Journal, the eolehicum autumnak was tried in the case, without, 
however, the slightest benefit being derived therefrom. The sedative powers 
of the lobelia injlata then suggested to the doctor the propriety of giving the 
patient the chance of that medicine. The grounds on which it was employed, 
proved to be in a great measure correctly founded. The man took the lobelia, 
in increasing doses, every hour, beginning with seven drops of the tincture, 
and adding a drop to each progressive dose, until as large a quantity had been 
reached as could be taken without deranging the functions of the stomach. 
Great amelioration of the aficction followed this treatment. The patient, who 
was before unable even to cross the ward, or bear the slightest cutting of his 
finger nails, and had become emaciated to the extremest degree, from pain and 
sleeplessness, was soon enabled to walk out of doors, and enjoy many hours of 
rest, recovered his good looks, and became comparatively cheerful. 

“ The relief, however, was very far from being either perfect or permanent. 
The continued exhibition of the medicine was demanded to secure any portion 
of rest. r 

“ A short time since, however, a new remedial agent presented itself, in the 
form of the magnet. The hospital was visited by, (we believe,) Dr. Kyle first, 
and subsequently by a physician of the name of Blundell, a friend of the former 
gentleman, who followed up the application begun by Dr. Kyle. The lobelia 
inflata was allowed by Dr. Elliotson to be suspended, and the effect of the 
magnet tried. That effect was, we learn, a very decided one; the pain was, 
on every application of the instrument, removed, and continued absent for several 
hours. The distance however at which the operator resided from the hospital 
prevented, and still prevents, the daily use of the instrument, or, the impression 
on the patient’s mind is, that it would perform a cure. 

“ On 1 uesday last, the Dr. Blundell already mentioned, reattended the hos¬ 
pital, at the hour of Dr. Elliotson’s visit, when, in the presence of the pupils 
and our reporter, he drew forth the magnet, and commenced its application to 
the patient’s finger. 

V J ,le j instrument is of the horse-shoe form, about ten inches in its long axis, 
and five in its short, composed of five layers of metal, the central being the 
longest, and the whole bound with stout riband. The patient was at the time 
apparently suffering considerable pain, and unable to use his hand. The north 
pole of the magnet was gently passed five or six times down the sides and back 
ot the middle finger, and then rested on the central joint. The result was, 
such a cessation of suffering, that he could gnash his fingers into the palm of 
his hand with ease and comfort, and he declared himself to be entirely relieved. 
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radL?",t\^T/'f !m ^% C T ,a " ine Lms ' °f‘" the Operation for Cato - 
Phv's Soienee P ' 38J - ° f the Philadelphia Journal of the Med and 

rhtfptt rx x t sl, lpt e d M. Minn, and the January number of thr n r 
dines Ginfrales contains a memoir from him in relation to it M \t ' 
ed the eye of an old woman, on whom «he 

treous humour pressing forwards unon it ri,„ r n • or a -. er Wlt ^ the v >- 
many others, were perfomedby Mlvern '" 5 experiments, among 
left eye of amhbit^yhicTJas tilled ^TlTct of™ ,h ° 

lens was found at this period, nor on the fourth fifth «; T th ^ lTO / a , new 

but on the eighth, tl/crystailine capsule conulned admail'ring T^l, 
substance, which could be separated from the capsule. At fhe end of one 



